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Recovery 


Stories 
We tell 
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EME Craftsmen 


are fighting soldiers with 
added value as technicians who 


keep equipment operational 


and safeguard it 
by removing it from the battlefield 


- under fire if necessary. 















Key toa 
successful Recovery job 
is the correct set-up. 
Some set-ups are OK. 
Others are bad. 
So before you start, 
check your set-up and equipment. 
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Bad Recovery Method! 
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Recovery in Korea 1953-54 
During a move of tanks 
over a small gully, 
a tank slipped off the bridge 
and landed upside down 
resting on its right side. 
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First, the 
main gun 
was removed, 
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The tank was 
then uprighted 
in three pulls. 


po: Ke 0 

The first was to E p ۱ : 

get it over onto Was 
its turret. 
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T The next two pulls 
] completed the Job. 
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Recovery in the training area - 
Gagetown 2003 
“King of the Leos” 
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Then a tank 
rolled over... 


ka Cage um 
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“Call the » RCEMEs 5 
who nië up the pull, check it and... 
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do the pull 
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Then celebrate a job well done 
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Recovery in the muskeg 


North of Winnipeg the Air Force runs a camp to 
train combat pilots in survival in the wilderness. 


In April 2008 a BV206 supporting the 
camp became mired in the muskeg. 


Its recovery took all that summer and 
was completed in January 2009. 


The swampy terrain, need to minimize 
environmental damage, and the availability 
and cost of all-terrain equipment made 
Operation Duke very difficult. 
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Available recovery resources 
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Initial failures 
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Finally a plan was developed to move the casualty in small 
increments with frequent setup changes to overcome rough 
terrain and obstacles like a beaver dam and sink holes. 


By mid-August the casualty had been moved to dry ground. 


in January 2009 the recovery 
was completed over frozen muskeg. 
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The importance of Recovery 





When units first deploy 
to new missions, 


the EME ARV or MRT vehicle 
is usually 


"First Off" 
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Cambodia 1993 
A wrecker was dispatched to 
recover a MLVW truck. 
It became stuck on the way. 
The contingent's other 
wrecker was sent to help. 
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in Cambodia in 1993 


vehicies being recovered 
back to the EME Workshop 


had to be barged across 
the Mekong river. 














The problem was getting off 
at the other side... 
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“.. .once the barge started to slow down 
the wrecker driver had to start up 
and move off quickly so as 
not to get stuck in the shore-line mud.” 
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EME technicians 
often help local citizens 
in projects such as... 
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road clearance in Rwanda —] yh y 
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... and Removing an old wreck in a village. 
First, the villagers dug away the side of a hill by hand 
to set up the anchor . . . 
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then the wreck was recovered - 
much the villagers’ delight. 
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The supply route to the 
Canadian camp in Visiko was 
a rough road 
cut through the mountains. 


It had weak edges and tight turns. 
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in 1994 a HLVW wrecker slid 

off that road and came fo rest 
upside down against some 

trees at the cliff's edge. 
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The first step was to place large beams 
in order to slide the casualty up to the 
road and then roll it over onto its wheels. 
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So the roadway was widened by digging 
back up slope and two ARV(L)s were set 


up as anchor and the pull tried again. 
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Once the casualty was on the road 
it was rolled over onto its wheels. 


ME, 
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Success! 
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On December 31,1999 
a MLVW refueller truck 
was sent to refuel 
a NATO radio station 


on a remote hilitop 
near Coralici, Bosnia. 


It was a miserable icy night. 
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Nearing the top of the hill 
the “Reefer” slipped off the road, 


rolled partway down 


spilling ail of its fuel. 
After the Engineers had cleared 


the area for mines, 
the recovery operation started... 
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The wreck looking 7 
down from the road 
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The road the 
next morning 


- 






May 29-31, 2009 








y 5 pu 

4 > = A hm . د‎ 
wa o - ا‎ 2 , ' 
= es 3 
= — — 


Da n 
6 E Fa 





46 





31st Annual RCEMEA Reunion - Recovery Stories we tell May 29-31, 2009 41 





3ist Annual RCEMEA Reunion - Recovery Stories we tell May 29-31, 2009 48 


a 5 p " T s: B 


۳۳۳۳ ۳۳ Eu Um "a im c air, — TË $ — qe SË E 
at E d 1 | 4 1 i | 1 a - i - $ ” 
۶ ۷ "III $ a 2v C a” gf 
E Y? E Y "we کچ‎ Dof wr cë de a ca 3 db 


The end of a dirty, diffi cult, 
dangerous job well done - 


E 2 , y 
É 1 samy j ١ f ë Ke N 0594 1 u, s Ex E ۳۳ J c e G 4 e, ge ۲ ۳ a 3 
m 4 i 1 Pe m a A à y tx i y 3 T | 
“rë E 8 I ü f eos wet wt vo FEF UE Fin 
a 





3ist Annual RCEMEA Reunion - Recovery Stories we tell May 29-37, 2009 49 


ARVs 
are designed for 
recovering tanks 
and for 
changing tank turrets and engines 
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A turret change in 
Kosovo in 2000 


and 
An engine change in 
Afghanistan in 2006 
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You may ask why Recovery 


Vehicles are armoured? 
Here is one example from 
2006 in Afghanistan . . . 











T 1 3ist Annual RCEMEA Reunion - Recovery Stories we tell May 29-31, 2009 





“Po gj. 





- ۹ ha 
و‎ " T"! E, ri, pë y» Dm A n "n 3 "m LU 5. pta, s ۲ ^ 2 / 
” Y 7 | ۳ £ » nae y ar ) P y" ۳۲ Aa Cc Í F i / Y D E 1 Ca EJ C ' CA f ۱ © 6 2 8 H h Te cy 
fie M4 ا"‎ Lev d a LV ١ Pw تیه شب‎ “Fr KA سي‎ Le di kd në Ve LI ¿ Ke sr Cll a Lë 
F E B se - 3 7 ^ ۳ uf E. tm, & 1 7 - — — 3 m" 33 
een armoured in the “Monster Garage 
te tri cë i fi Lar F88 iV ۱ ۶ 8 ۳ ۶ 8 ۳ 7 4 ci Vus C4 I a ye 1 
Se aes SSeS Fe OD le ee — E u 2 " 











53 





31st Annual RCEMEA Reunion - Recovery Stories we tell May 29-37, 2009 


| The welders in their "Monster Garage" | 
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The D8 Tractor 
Before and After the 
cab armouring project. 
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The “Monster” welders also 
designed and built special ramps 
to help LAV3s cross amen gullys. 
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Life is hard work and dangerous 


in Afghanistan 
MasterCorporal McPhail receives a Wound Stripe 
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These photos show you 


EME Technicians 
recovering valuable equipment, 


the dangers they encounter 
and the conditions 


under which they work and live, 


"Everywhere". 























